ENDOTHIA

Anaqnostakis, S. L. Notes on the genetics of Endothia parasitica.
Endothia parasitica (Murr.) And. {Sphaeriales, Diaporthaceae) is the pathogen which causes chestnut tree blight.
The American chestnut (Castanea dentata) was almost completely wiped out when this fungus was introduced into this country at the turn of the century, presumably from the Orient. Besides being a classic among plant pathogens, the organism has recently provided an example of a new kind of biological control system: strains of the fungus which contain double-stranded RNA, the genetic material of most fungal viruses, do not have normal pathogenicity and can control disease-causing strains in the host ( Occasionally evidence for homothallism is seen, such as: 1) perithecia produced by a strain cultured alone (two Italian isolates), and 2) ascospore progeny from a single perithecium that fail to segregate a given marker while progeny from other perithecia in the same cross are segregating. So far no linkage has been found between any of these mutants and any of the v-c genes examined
The importance of this fungus in plant pathology and industry makes it a good choice for general genetic studies.
I hope that the information reported here will encourage more people to work with the organism.
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